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42 Sheoard Street, Cambridse, 
h January, 


Davenvort: 


ing of takins up 
pe able to bring 


“ 


applyins 


whoynthey know 
Mr. Waleott,: although not 
in sympathy with Mr. Coville in this matter, and Professor 
would be hopelessly in the minority and as a non-systematist would not be 
likely to have any great influence in deciding on such a Srant. 
furthermore, ¢ i e Srant were obtained, the conditions would be exceed 
ingly annoying to you. The work has to be done under ov: is of some member 
of the Jommittee. In cas stematie work, like yours, it would be either 
would delisate the 


your work. Both I met > you know are bent upon havins 


Rochester nomenclature used in all work of whi: hey nave any controls 


whatever. This I am sure would be annoying to you. In 
applicant musb sign at the outset a contract asdee 4 
useript to the Institution for publication in their 
not only to #edse render from time to time very strict account of 
to turn over to the Institution all books and 


means of the sra Virtually the result of your work is 


Lnastitvtion at 


your pai years of work 
uo with the rathe 
Britton, still 
am supe 
would find the more 


ultimately 


with the 


I ean only say that I hope and trust you will 


be able to do it and that you will find it less difficult than you anticipate. 


However, if as you intimate you are under re nervous strain owins to 


other matters, you may find it too hard to concentrate your attention at ore- 


work. In that event I 
all worry regarding th srn-work and hove that 
matters pa better turn, you would 


3 


your scientifie work, and with a far better { { fF bringing ij a Su 


attention to a single 
the specimens ading all available 
uoon the Sroup, and revising my manuscript upon it until I 
erary form, Siving much ca 
ecriptions, uniform parasraphing, 


narrowing your attention to a small Sroup 


sure you will find it much s difficult to concentrate 


and your you con-= 


in some younger botanist, +h as Baton for 


cerely yours 


. 
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Davenport. 


3 Clement Circle, Cambridse, Mass., 
24th January, 1904. 
Dear Mr. Davenport: 
Ineclosed I send Salley proof of your 


article for Rhodora. We always value your articles 


and are greatly obliged to you for contributing 


to Rhodora. 

Phe editorial board asked me to make a little e 
editorial condensation in the closing paragraphs 
as we are now rather pressed for room havins more 
material on hand than we can deal with in the 
strictly limited vages of our journal. 


With kindest regards, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


Benjamin L. Rosinson, 
Curator. 
Cyrus G. Princie, Gray HERBARIUM OF HarvarD UNIVERSITY, 
Collector. 
Merritr L. Fernap, 
Assistant. 
Jesse M. Greenman, BoTANIC GARDEN, CAMBRIDGE, Mass., 
Assistant. 
Mary A. Day, 
Librarian. 
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COMMISSIONERS: COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


WILLIAM B. DE LAS CASAS, 
CHAIRMAN. 


Atat tesas METROPOLITAN PARK COMMISSION, 


DAVID N. SKILLINGS. 


ELLERTON P. WHITNEY. CONGREGATIONAL HOUSE, 14 BEACON STREET, 


JOHN WOODBURY, 


Sat 8 BosTON, Way d4ith, 1905. 


Mr. Benjamin L. Robinson, 
Gurator of the Gray Herbarium, 
3 Clement Gircle, Cambridge, Mass. 
Bear Sir: 
The Metropolitan Park Commission has received a communication 
signed by you and many others. As you are the first signer reply is made 
to you. The text of the communication is as follows:-- 


“To the Metropolitan Park Commission:- 

We, the undersigned, believing that the general wish is to carry 
out the original purpose of preserving the Middlesex Fells in their 
natural wild state, protest against the extensive cutting of trees, 
and the systematic policy of imparting the character of a landscape 
park to a forest reservation, the beauty and value of which depends 
upon its wildness. 

fhe radical thinning of trees and the creating of open spaces 
Will inevitably result in the destruction of a large part of the 
rarer native flora, and will drive away many varieties of birds. 

We further protest against the claim that any part of such tree- 
cutting is necessary as a means of suppressing the gypsy and brown- 
tail moth. Evidence ean be produced to show that other methods are 
more efficacious.” 


This communication seems to indicate a misunderstanding of the pur- 


pose, character and extent of the work done in the Middlesex Fells during 
the past winter, but as a description of the work contemplated by this 
Board and the reasons therefor is to be found in the report of the Con- 
missioners and the accompanying reports to the Legislature of 1905, it is 


2, 
sufficient mow merely to add a brief explanatory statement. 

The Middlesex Felis, as the name is popularly understood, includes 
not only the lands acquired by this Board but also those acquired by the 
various water boards. The work:of thinnins the trees and underbrush upon 
about 175 acres of the water-shed of Spot Pond has been done by the Metro= 
politan Water and Sewerage Board who have control of those lands and who 
have reached their conclusions in the matter independently of this Board. 
The work upon about 275 acres of the land under the control of this Board 
has been done by its direction because of the conclusion,;based upon its 
own experience and that of others and upon expert advice, that, in addi- 
tion to the ordinary methods of creosoting, banding and spraying which 
have been diligently pursued to the full extent of the appropriations for 
several years, it was necessary to thin the trees and remove the under- 
brush in regions seriously infested by the gypsy moth if, under the exist- 
ing circumstances, the increase of the moth and the consequent increase in 
the destruction of trees was to be controlled. The conclusion to do this 
work having been reached by this Board, its landscape advisers were asked 
to designate the trees to be removed so that, as far as possible, only 
such might be removed as were unsound or “suppressed” ‘tens and such as 
were injuring other trees or hiding portions of the landscape which, in 
their judsment,were of unusual value. The underbrush was removed solely 
to aid in the contest against the gypsy moth and would net have been re- 
moved for landscape or any other practical reasons. The thinning of the 


trees was also necessary in the contest with the gypsy moth and would have 


been equally extensive if the landscape architects had not been employed, 


so that, the only reason for employing the landscape architects was in 


order that the result might be one which would finally be an improvement 


Be 


to the reservation and to its tree=srowth and natural wild appearance. 
“Im employing’ the landscape architects for:this purpose the Board merely 
did what it also did several years ago when extensive cutting was carried 
on with satisfactory results in the Fells as a protection against the 
sypsy moth under the direction ‘of the Board of Agriculture. © The result- 
ing vigor of tree and underbrush growth and the attractive appearance -of 
the sections in which this: work was then done seem to make plain to the 
eye at the present time the merit of again adopting this course of pro- 
cedure. 

This Board has never been advised to change the general natural 
character of the reservation and has no intention of doing so. There 
must always be some work of forestry and control of tree=growth and ander- 
brush carried on from time to time, and other special necessities will re- 
quire definiteness of method in work if the incongruities and injurious 
effects of merely hap+hazard work are to be avoided. Without such con- 
trol the reservation would become in a few years monotonous and nearly 
impassable;- a mere warring srowth of useless trees.and shrubs contesting 
for life with those worth saving. A few rare flowers and plants might 
be preserved but many other interesting forms-of plants would be de- 
stroyed and’ the entire reservation would be an easy prey to fire which, 
in-a single day, might do more damage than all the cutting which this 
Commission is likely to do in a generation, and would become such a re- 
fuge for wrong doers as to affect public security and:comfort in its use. 
For all these reasons general plans of the reservation mast be made and 


followed and this Board knows of no better way of securing plans which 


shall preserve the natural wild character-of the reservation, with reason- 
able regard for other necessities, than with the assistance of the land- 


4, 
scape architects and experts associated with them. Such plans will: not 
provide for any change in the general character°of the reservation and° will 
not intentionally disregard the°flora, bird life, or other elements of in- 
terest, usefulness and beauty of the reservation. 
-If you or any other person or persons having special knowledge and 

interest can give information or make sugsestions which will be of value 

in the future of this work this Board will be very slad:to receive them 


and will sive them when received serious and careful consideration. 


Very truly yours, 
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In sending specimens of plants for investigation it is desirable 
to include the entire plant; if it is too large, portions showing 
leaves, flowers, and fruit are sufficient. It is best to prepare the 
specimens by drying them under pressure between folds of absorb- 
ent paper, otherwise the parts may shrink and break so as to be 
hardly recognizable. When dried plants are sent they should be 
protected from breakage in the mail by being inclosed in sheets of 
paper between pieces of stiffpasteboard. If specimens are to be sent 
fresh, moisten them slightly and pack them tightly in a box or in a 
bundle, wrapping them in heavy paper. Packages weighing less 
than four pounds can be sent by mail at the rate of one cent per 
two ounces. Write the name of the sender on the outside. In the 
letter accompanying the specimens state where each plants was 
collected, the date, the name of the collector, and add any other 
notes in regard to the economic value of the plant. 


Mr.Geo.E.Davenport, 
Medford, Mass. 


Dear Sir: 


Bo 


Ul. o. Department of Aariculture, 


Botanical Division, 


Washington, D. C.,... Dees. 6th, 18989 


Your package containing your interesting types has 


just been received. 


We shall prize them highly. I sent you 


the only specimen of N.Neakleyi in existence so far as I know. 


We shall be glad to get the prints of your new ferns. 


Do you want your manuscript returned? 


Yours very truly 


Assistant Botanist. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 


DIVISION OF BOTANY, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


March 18,1895. 


Mr.George E. Davenport, 
Medford, Mass. 
My dear Mr.Davenport: 

Your postal card and somewhat delayed let- 
ter have reached me. I thank you very much indeed for your thought. 
fulness in depositing some of your types in the National Herbarium. 
We are just now paying particular attention to the best manner of 
preserving and distinguishing types. I inelose the label that we 
have ,after much study,adopted. I suppose all of the specimens of 
Mr.Pringle's are duplicates of your types except the specimen of 
Grayi. Your Aspidium specimens No.l from Georgetown,Meine,June, 


aA 


fa / 1893 and No.3 from Quincy, Massachusetts , cep tember,1894 are cétypes? 


vi No.3 which you say is from rte Hause nenci ie , September ,1894 and 


¢ presumably collected by yourself is not a cétype, but from the type 
locality. So also I think that No.4 is not a part of your type. 
I want to know definitely in regard to this so that I may be able 


to label definitely and correctly the types. 


GED2 


although still connected with the Department of Agriculture, mail 


will ordinarily reach me quicker when directed to the National 


Museum, 
Yours very truly, 
> 
| a 


Assistant Botanist. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
DIVISION OF BOTANY, 


WASHINGTON. D. C. 


April 23,1895. 


Mr.George E. Davenport, 
Medford, Massachusetts: 

I send you to-day 8 specimens of Mex- 
ican ferns collected by Mr.E.W.Nelson. I am in no particular hur- 
ry for their return. With regard to our type specimens,- we are 
useing the term in a very liberal sense. Strictly speaking the 
type is the plant from which the description is drawn. We are label- 
ing as the type,or duplicate type,any plant which is represented in 
the original descript ion either by number or by date. A plant 
from the type locality will be typical, but not strictly speaking 
the type. So I would consider some of your Aspidiums which were 


collected from the type localities,since they are collected at 


different dates from those given in descriptions. 


Yours very truly, 


2G Fa2 


ssistant Botanist. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 


DIVISION OF BOTANY, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


July 19,1895. 


Mr.George E.Davenport, 
#67 Valley St.,Medford,Mass. 

My dear Mr.Davenporti:- 

Your letter containing determinations of 
Nelson's ferns has been received. I thank you very much for your 
promptness in determining these plants. Yes, you can use the 
Agricultural Department franks in returning the plants. I do not 
think there are any duplicates of #784, but if there is you are 
welcome to them. Dr.Palmer has collected some ferns about Aca- 
pulco. I suppose you would be willing to determine them. I will 
try and get you a set of. duplicates. 

| Yours very truly, 


Ge h fre 


(/ Assistant Botanist. 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
DIVISION OF BOTANY, 


WASHINGTON, D. CG. 


Dec .18,1895. 


Mr.George E. Davenport, 
Medford, Mass. 
My dear Mr.Davenport:- 
Will it be troubling you too much to ask 
you to look over some ferns from Alaska. I have quite a number of 


sheets although perhaps not of many species. You will probably 


not find anything very difficult among them, but I fear I have very 


few or no duplicates to send you in return. I sent you yesterday 
a copy of my last Contributions which I hope will reach you prompt- 
ly. 


Yours very truly, 


ids Fag 


Assistant Botanist. 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
DIVISION OF BOTANY, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


December 26, 1895, 
Mr.George E.Davenport, 
67 Valley St., 
Medford,Mass. 
My dear Mr.Davenport: = 
Your ecard and letter have been duly received. I have 
delayed sending you the ferns on account of the Christmas rush. I have 
also a number of ferns collected this past year by Dr.Palmer at Acapulco, 
Mexico, which I would like to have you look over. I can send you a set 
of duplicates. Our good friend Prof. Eaton named for me Dr.Palmer's ferns 
of 1892 mostly from Tepic,Mexico, but he never completed his descriptions. 
Would you be willing to look these over ana complete the manuscript 


for me? 


Yours very truly, 


YT» 


Assistant Botanist. 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
DIVISION OF BOTANY, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Jamary 2, 1896. 


Mr.George E.Davenport, 
Medford, Massachusetts. 
My dear Mr.Davenport:- 

I send you to-day by registered mail a box 
containing the ferns of which I spoke in my last letter, as well 
as ane recently sent me by wr.E.W.Nelson from Mexico. One 
set of Dr.Palmer's Acapulco plants he wishes you to keep for your 
herbarium. 

I have not heard from Mr.Pringle since his return to Mexico. 
Will you tell me where to address him? 

Yes, I suggested that a set of Hugo Finks plants be sent to 
you. I understand,however, that Mr.Fink's determinations are very 
bad indeed, and Mr.Coville proposes to have a new set of labels 


sent out very soon. I would suggest therefore that you do not 


mount the specimens until you hear from him. 


Yours very truly, 
ey 


es 
Assistant Botanist. 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 


DIVISION OF BOTANY, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
January 22,1896. 
MR.George E. Davenport, 
Medford, Mass. 

My dear Mr.Davenport:- 

Your card of recent date is just at hand. 
Yes, return the ferne in the same way as you received them. fi 7 
will be necessary,however,to put a new frank upon the box. I in- 
close a half dozen or more. I thank you very much for the trouble 
to which you have been to in naming these plants. 


Yours very truly, 


Pfr 


Pd 


Assistant Boteanist. 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 


DIVISION OF BOTANY, 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


February 13,1896. 


Mr.George E. Davenport, 

Medford, Mass. 

My dear Mr.Davenport:- 

Your letters of February 6 and 10,as well 
aa the box of ferns have all been received. I thank you most 
heartily for your kindness in looking over these plants for me. 

The photographs are very good indeed, and I shall have them mounted 
and filed away with the specimens. I think -I. can obtain speci- 
mens of both the new species as well as the doubtful Asplenium,for you. 
The No.47 about which you inquire belongs to a Selaginella. 

I am glad to hear that you are finding some interesting speci- 
mens among Mr«Pringle's plants. Dr.Robinson has just asked me to 
determine the polypetalae for him. 

With regard to the recent circular sent out by Mr.Coville, I 
would suggest that you sign and return it saying that you still de- 


sire to receive our Contributi ons. I will see that you are re- 


tained on the list. Even a copy was sent to me to be filled out! 


Yours very truly, 
fine 


i laeing Botanist. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


yi sceeaals UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 


G. BROWN GOODE, Assistant Secretary, 
in charge of U. S. National Museum 


Niahinglinp. C.,May 13,1897, 


Mr. Geo.,Davenport , 
# 67 Valley St., Medford, Mass, 
My de@r Mr,Davenport: 

I am just sending to the printer some mis- 
cellaneous descriptions of new species, including Gymnogramme sub- 
cordata When I saw you last fall you expressed yourself as think- 
ing as well as hoping, that this species would be quoted as Eaton 
and Davenport, Why not let me remove all doubt on this point and 
publish it as’ Gymnogramme subcordata Eaton & Davenpert’ 

I expect to leave for western Mexico the latter part of this 
month, 

Yours very truly, 

ga Curator, 


Department of Botany, 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 


S$. P. LANGLEY 
SECRETARY 


Cuas. D. WaLcoTT 
ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
IN CHARGE U, S, NATIONAL MUSEUM 


WASHINGTON, D. C.,. 


Mr,George FE, Davenport, 
Medford, Mass, 
My dear Mr, Davenport:- 

Your letter of March 19th, is at hand, 
and the box containing my Mexican collection, but not the two ferns 
from the Tres Maria Islanas, * I thank you for your kindness in 
naming and preparing the. interesting reofrt which you <e T 
will dneorporate this in my final report and will there give you 


proper credit, T inclose a list of the names of the Tres Maria 


Island ferns which you name fo r me a few weeks ago,. 


I will try and send you a specimen of Pellaea marginata, 


Yours very truly, 


istant Curator, 


Department of Botany, 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 


S. P. LANGLEY 


SECRETARY, SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


WASHINGTON, D.c., July 10,1900, 


Mr.G.E,Davenfort, 


e 


Medford, Mass, 
My dear i aa eeoalts 
I send by registered mail a pane containing some 
ferns collected by Dr.Palmer in northern invitee. He is very 
anxious to have your determinations at a very early os I think 


there will be some duplicates to send you if you desire then,.- 


Yours very truly, 


Assistant Curator, 


Division of Plants, 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 


S. P. LANGLEY 
SECRETARY, SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


* 


WASHINGTON, D.C., Oct, 24,1900, 


Mr.George E. Davenport, 


Medford, Mass, 


My dear Mr.Davenport: 

Your card of October 7th. was duly received. 
ee teins has laid out for yom fifty one(51) specimens of ferns, 
twenty shailig batons to the Schott collection,twenty six(26) sheets 


of Athyrium cyclosorum and varieties, and two (2) specimens of 


Acrosticum lomarioides. Mr.,Coville has promised to get specimens 


of Bellaea occidentalis, 


Yours very truly, 


Sow 
AA iv — 


hile Curator, 


Division of Plants, 
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